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grandiose and certainly a unique instrument of the leader's
will.
Its gigantic scale and its absolute comprehensiveness are not
the products merely of an idle interest in organization, but of a
measure of necessity. Nothing in the whole machinery is there
for its own sake. With all its stages and ramifications, in
appearance a product of the German mania for organizing, the
system is really the result of no comprehensive scheme or idea;
it is simply the product of the needs of the years of struggle,
aimed at securing the personal power of the elite over their own
forces. It had the further aim of forming an all-comprehending
instrument of dominion, of the maintenance of the power of the
dominant elite over the country, after the arrival in power.
These aims account also for the complete "co-ordination"
with the movement of all existing organizations, down to those
of the canary breeders and the stamp collectors. It would be an
altogether superficial view to regard all this as the mere
outcome of personal ambition. In order to assure its power,
National Socialism could not afford to leave in freedom the
most insignificant zone, even an entirely unpolitical one. It was
compelled for its own security to subject every sort of activity to
its machinery of control, not because there was any need, for
instance, for canaries to be trained on National Socialist lines,
but because it was necessary that each individual should come
up against the all-embracing party at every step, so as to be
under direction and supervision and influence even in his
hobbies.
This Gleichschaltung of old organs of a rich social and cultural
life inevitably robbed them of all initiative and creative energy,
and sooner or later they were bound to wilt in their captivity;
but this did not disturb the new elite. Commercial and
industrial associations may retain their usefulness even if they
are organized less for the representation of the interests of their
members than for the domination of those interests by a